
Benefit Nights at Irish Greyhound Board stadia allow non profit organisa-
tions the potential to earn substantial revenues, ranging from €4,000 to 
€100,000 for a one night event.  The Irish Greyhound Board is dedicated to 
facilitating the non profit community with a range of services that support 
fundraising through benefit race events. 
 
At the Irish Greyhound Board we help you tap the full potential of your 
benefit evening.  Our goal is to help you build a broad base of support from 
a diverse group of contributors and make your fundraising activities an 
overwhelming success. 
 
We will help you to develop a comprehensive fundraising strategy to max-
imise your revenue and minimise your workload. 
 
Our proven track record at hosting successful benefit race events relies on 
the active participation of the organisation involved. This requires commit-
ment of time and energy of a dedicated organising committee set up by 
your group or club. 
 
We help to make the entire fundraising experience easier by providing ex-
pert guidance and exceptional support to the established committee. 
 
Our first priority is maximising revenue for your event. IGB stadia have an 
impressive track record, setting records and exceeding goals. 
 

 

BENEFIT NIGHTS/



PROPOSED ACTION POINTS FOR YOUR ORGANISATION: 
 
· SET FUNDRAISING GOALS 
· CHOSE THE TYPE OF FUNDRAISER YOU ARE GOING TO 
RUN 
· DECIDE ON WHAT AREAS TO FOCUS ON, E.G. TICKET 
SALES, SPONSORSHIP, RACE CARD ADVERTISEMENTS ETC..  
· DEVELOP TARGET CONTRIBUTORS, E.G. SPONSORS & 
RACE CARD ADVERTISERS 
· CREATE A TARGET SPECIFIC FUNDRAISING STRATEGY 
· CREATE A SALES PITCH 
· DRAFT PITCH LETTERS 
ORGANISE MAILINGS MEETINGS & PHONECALLS 

Each stadium will offer a number, or all of the following opportunities 
to maximise the financial return for your organisation. 
As every organisation is different we have compiled 3 main ways to 
raise funds based on the amount the organisation is looking to raise. 
 
 
1. Small: 
If you are looking to raise funds from €1,000 to €6,000 
 
2. Medium 
From €6,000 to €14,000 
 
3. Large  
From €14,000 to €100,000 



Option 1 – Small 
 

Ticket Sales Only 
 
 
· The stadium gives the fundraising committee pre printed 
tickets that entitles the bearer to entrance and race card to 
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· The day before the event the organisers meet with the 
stadium and give back the unsold tickets, and pay €3 or €4 
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The organisers profit is €6 or €7 multiplied by the number 
of tickets sold. 
 
Example: Organisers receive 500 tickets from the stadium, 
of which they sell 400 tickets @ €10 each, total of €4,000.  
The committee then returns the 100 unsold tickets and pays 
€4 for the 400 tickets sold, i.e. €1,600 is the charge for the 
event. Total profit to the fundraising committee of 
€2,400.00. 
 
Example Only 
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Option 2 – Medium 
 

A Buster Race 
 

· 1 Race is assigned to your fundraising committee 
· Each race has 6 dogs 
· There are 720 different combinations of what order the dogs 

can finish in that race , e.g. 458695, 654321, 254631 etc.. 
· Each combination is printed on a ticket 
· Each Ticket holder gains Entrance & Race Card to the stadium 

on the night of the Buster Race 
· The person with the ticket showing the combination of how the 

dogs finished in that race wins a cash prize (that the organisa-
tion puts up) 
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There are a number of ways in which to raise money through operating a 
fundraising event in a Greyhound Stadium. Once you have picked your 
method of fundraising depending on your size of organisation the follow-
ing can be included or excluded. 
 

· Ticket Sales 
Selling tickets to the public for entrance & race card on the night of 
your event 
 
· Sponsorship of Races 

Race Sponsorship is an ideal opportunity for the involvement of commer-
cial organisations, as their company will receive full acknowledgement in 
an allocated race title, and a full page advert in the race programme, they 
will also present a symbol to the winning Greyhound of the sponsored 
race, these presentations are always photographed and have the potential 
to end up in the local & national newspapers.   
With The Buster Draw & The Monster Benefit Night, the amount you 
pay the stadium includes extra money being contributed to the races on 
the night.  This means that all the money the organisation raises on the 
night from sponsorship goes directly to the club/organisation the night is 
in aid of. 
 

· Race Card Advertisements 
Selling Advertisements in the Race Card on the night 

If the organisation has the race card printed by a professional printer this 
allows more opportunity with the number of ads that can be sold in the 
programme for the night.  This is primarily directed towards smaller en-
terprises, which may not have the resources for race sponsorship. 
 
Example: 
Set a target 30 pages of advertising revenue as follows: 
10 pages composed of 1/4 page ads @ €75 per ad =   €   500.00 
10 pages composed of ½ page ads @ €120 per ad =   €   900.00 
10 pages composed of Full Page ads @ €200 per ad =           € 2,000.00 
       
         Total  €3,400.00 

Summary of Terms 



 
 
 

 

  
· Dog Nominators 
For a Monster Benefit Night it is possible to sell each dog in each race, 
the person then linked to the winning dog in each race receives a token 
prize. 
 
Example: 
11 Races 
6 Dogs in each race 
 
Patrick Flynn purchases Race 1 Trap 1 for €50 
Philip Peake purchases Race 1 Trap 2 for €50 
Orla Strumble purchase Race 1 Trap 3 for €50 
 
Race 1 trap 2 wins the race so Philip gets a bottle of Champagne 
A Total of 66 dogs will run on the night @ 50 each = Profit of €3,300 
 
 
 
· Restaurant Tables 

 Each seat/table in the restaurant the organisation sells above the cost 
price to the stadium is kept as profit for the fundraising committee.  
 
Example: 
Selling price on the night is €45 per person.  You sell at €60 per person.  
This give a profit of €15 per person.  Terms & Conditions will apply on re-
serving restaurant tables, this must be agreed with the Sales Operations & 
Commercial Manager in advance. 



Sample Buster Race 
Ticket 

Sample Monster Benefit 
Night Tickets 
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